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WISEST   OF   ALL   TREES
Between Cairo and Helouan a scion of the Virgin's Tree is pointed
out; this was a sycamore in the hollow trunk of which the Virgin and
Child are said to have hidden when fleeing from Herod into Egypt.
When the original tree perished in 1665, one of its seedlings was planted
in its place. Not far from Peiping (Peking) is the hill of Ni, to which
the mother of Confucius is said to have made a pilgrimage in 551 B.C.
On the way thither, she was ordered by a god to betake herself to a
hollow mulberry tree, in which she was to give birth to a child who
would one day overshadow all China. This tree, or a successor, is still
venerated. A cypress, believed to have been planted by Confucius at
Kuhfu, and under which he was buried, continues to flourish.
The Japanese are fond of making pilgrimage to fruitful plurn trees,
which signify goodness of heart, and also to gnarled fir trees, which
promise them a long and vigorous life. When the world was younger,
and knowledge less, wine was poured on the roots of the beech by
lovers, who then embraced the tree in the belief that their fondest
wishes would be realized. The mulberry was dedicated by the Greeks
to Minerva, the goddess of wisdom, and was regarded as the wisest
cultivated tree because it had the good sense to open its buds last of all
in the spring. The fir, yew, fig, ivy, and vine were all regarded as sacred
to Bacchus, god of wine; the olive, laurel, and palm to Apollo; the white
poplar to Hercules.
MYSTIC   TREES
The most famous of mystic trees is the " Tree of Knowledge " or
*' Tree of Life " that figures in the Biblical account of Paradise. It is a
symbol derived from the Persian and Egyptian religions and adopted
by the Jews. In the Persian religion it is known as Horn. In the
underworld of the ancient Egyptians the winged souls of the departed
used to perch on the branches of a sycamore. Among the Aryans the
rustling of the oak leaves was considered as a divine oracle* The
ancient Germans and Slavs sacrificed their prisoners under lime trees,
on which they hung their booty. The Romans used Jupiter's oak on the
Capitol for the same purpose.
In Islamic art there is the mystic giant tree Tuba, over which only
Allah and Mohammed can look. On the Japanese island of Formosa
each village has in front of it a " spirit tree," in which the souls of the
ancestors dwell; the villagers offer wine to them at the vintage festival.
In Greek mythology there is the tree of the Hesperides in Paradise,
watched over by dragons, and in Germanic legend the apple tree of
Iduna, by eating the fruit of which the gods retained their eternal
youth.
That lights are visible in certain ash trees is a venerable belief in the
Highlands of Scotland. A similar phenomenon is legendary ia Iceland,
where it is said that a mountain ash grew on the spot where two
innocent victims were executed.